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By Coach Tina Turn
KCC vs. NF

The first day of school 
was Tuesday, Sept. 3 and 
the Bearcats hosted their 
first home game of the sea-
son in Lancaster when they 
took on the Northern 
Freeze. It was a quick night 
in a hot gym as the 
Bearcats took care of busi-
ness and swept the Freeze 
in straight sets with scores 
25-9, 25-13 and 25-7. 

In the opening set, the 
Bearcats swung 14 times on 
offense and connected for a 
kill nine times with only 1 
hitting error. Kaydence 
White led the way with 3 
kills out of 3 attempts. 
Afton Lindgren and White 
teamed up for a block to 
make their presence known 
at the net. Meanwhile at 
the service line, White and 
Lindgren also went on 
lengthy serving runs with 
White logging three aces 
and Lindgren one. The set 
ended on a Turn ace. 

Strege led the offense in 
set two with 6 of 9 kills. 
Morgan Turn added 3, 
while White, and Hanna 
Warnke each chipped in 2 
kills. Lauryn Whitlock 
added her lone kill of the 
night in this set. Whitlock 
and White blocked the 
Freeze once, and the team 
combined for 5 aces. This 
set was characterized by 
silly errors. The Freeze had 
13 points in the set, 9 of 
which were handed to them 
on Bearcat errors.  

The third set was the 
cleanest of the night for 
KCC, with only 4 errors and 
15 earned points, 5 of which 
came on ace serves. White, 
once again, showed her 
dominant offensive moves 
with four kills, while Turn 
added 2. The Bearcats 
didn’t miss a serve in the 
final set.  

The girls did lots of good 
things tonight. They sus-
tained their energy, which 
is something the team has 
been focusing on. At the 
serving line, they played cat 
and mouse and racked up a 
total of 15 aces with 92% 
serves going in. There was a 
little lack of discipline in 
our transition game, so we’ll 
be looking to correct that 
before we take on some 
tough teams later this 
week. Overall, it was a good 
home opener, and we are 
glad to start the season 
with a 2-0 record.  

KCC vs. EGF
The Hallock home opener 

for the Bearcats was 
Thursday, Sept. 5 when the 
East Grand Forks 
Greenwave came to town. 
The AA team has been a 
rival of the Bearcats for the 
past few years, and the two 
teams have had some epic 
battles. The first two sets of 
this match proved to be 
very competitive.  

Set one started close, but 
then EGF went on a run. A 
timeout when down 7-12 
helped the Bearcats regain 
focus and they re-entered 
the floor with a renewed 
focus. They charged from 

behind to nab a 25-23 victo-
ry. Kaydence White was 
huge at the net with 8 kills. 
Morgan Turn followed with 
3 kills, while Berlyn Strege, 
Lauryn Whitlock and 
Hanna Warnke each added 
a duo.  

In the second set, the 
Bearcats lost a healthy lead 
and had to fight to hold on 
for the extra-points win, 26-
24. The only 2 aces of the 
match for the Bearcats were 
in this set by Warnke and 
Whitlock. Offensively, it 
was White again with 6 
kills. Whitlock added a trio, 
Turn added 2, and Strege 
and Warnke each had a sin-
gle. Strege made some 
important digs to energize 
our defense and frustrate 
the Greenwave offense. 

The come-from-behind 
win in set two proved to be 
a momentum killer for the 
Greenwave as they made 
several errors in set three. 
Turn went on a 10-run serv-
ing spree that kept EGF out 
of system. White and 
Whitlock lit up the net with 
3 blocks while Afton 
Lindgren recorded a block 
as well. The 100% serving 
effort in set three was just 
another nail in the coffin for 
the Greenwave as the 
Bearcats surged ahead to a 
25-9 victory.  

Overall serving for the 
night was 91%. We had a 
nice, loud home crowd to 
support the girls in this 
excellent win over a AA 
team. In the first set, block-
ing was our weakness. After 
some communication from 
our defenders, the girls 
adjusted and did a much 
better job with the first line 

of defense. Passing tonight 
was truly phenomenal; 
their 2.45 passing rate far 
exceeded our team goal of 
2.25 and was really the key 
to our win.  

The girls can be so proud 
of their improved focus on 
serve receive. It is truly 
allowing our offense to do 
what we know it can do. 
This is the level we need to 
pass at consistently to 
achieve our season goals.  

This win moves our sea-
son record to 3-0. Next up is 
a tournament at Ada on 
Saturday where we will 
play Fosston, DGF and RLF 
in pool play. 

Bearcats defeat Freeze, Greenwave at home

GAME STATS VS. NORTHERN FREEZE
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Afton Lindgren 2 3 .5 15 25/26 6 
Berlyn Strege 9 1 - - 4/4 - 
Morgan Turn 5 5 - 14 7/8 1 
Hanna Warnke 4 1 - - 9/10 2 
Kaydence White 10 1 1 - 14/16 4 
Lauryn Whitlock 1 1 .5 - 7/8 1 
Camryn Whitlock - - - 1 2/2 1

GAME STATS VS. GREENWAVE
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Afton Lindgren - 1 1 19 4/6 - 
Berlyn Strege 7 6 - - 7/9 - 
Morgan Turn 5 2 - 20 22/23 - 
Hanna Warnke 3 6 - - 12/12 1 
Kaydence White 19 3 2.5 - 5/6 - 
Lauryn Whitlock 6 - 1.5 1 18/19 1

By Nick Johnson,  
Asst. Coach 

KCC 46 - NF 16
The Bearcats moved to 2-

0 on the season with a con-
vincing 46-16 victory over 
the Northern Freeze on 
Friday, Sept. 6. An old-
school physical battle, 
showcased the toughness of 
both teams from start to fin-
ish.  

After forcing a punt on 
the first possession of the 
game, Kittson County 
Central jumped to an early 
lead on a 48-yard touch-
down pass from quarter-
back Eli Peterson to Gavin 
Johnson. The extra-point 
kick by Dylan Huff was 
good, giving the Bearcats a 
7-0 lead.  

The Freeze responded 
with a scoring drive of their 
own. Kelby Augustine 
recovered a Straet Spilde 
fumble in the endzone, and 
a successful 2-point conver-
sion on a run by quarter-
back Alex Bray gave the 
Freeze an 8-7 lead.  

The Bearcats reclaimed 
the lead on their next pos-
session with another touch-
down pass from Peterson to 
Kellen Johnson, this one 
from 15 yards out. After a 
missed extra point kick the 
score was 13-8 Bearcats, 
just before the end of the 
first quarter. 

The Bearcats took con-
trol of the game when Brody 
Scalese recovered a 
Northern Freeze fumble, 
tok spark another KCC 
scoring drive finished off by 
an Eli Muir 3-yard touch-
down run. Ty Vig completed 
the 2-point conversion on a 
pass from Eli Peterson, 
building the Bearcats lead 
to 21-8. Ashton Knutson 
added a 14-yard touchdown 
run of his own making the 
KCC lead 28-8 going into 
the halftime break. 

The Bearcats continued 
to extend their lead in the 
second half through a com-
bination of stellar defensive 
play and solid offensive exe-
cution. Eli Peterson tossed 
2 more touchdown passes in 
the third quarter.  

Gavin Johnson caught a 
14-yard touchdown pass, 
and Kellen Johnson caught 
an 11-yard pass of his own. 
The second touchdown 
catch of the day for each 
player propelled the 
Bearcats to a 40-8 lead.  

The last score of the 
game for the Bearcats came 
on a 20-yard touchdown run 
by Jaxton Hemmes. The 
Freeze added some more 
points of their own thanks 
to a 3-yard touchdown run 
by Straet Spilde, bringing 
the game to its final score of 
46-16. 

The win over the 
Northern Freeze moves the 
Bearcats to 2-0 on the year. 
The Bearcats will look to 
continue their winning 
streak with a week 3 
matchup against the 
Fosston Greyhounds in 
Fosston on Friday, Sept. 13. 

Scoring Summary:
KCC           13   28   40   46 
Freeze        8     8     8     16 

First Quarter
KCC_E.Peterson 47-yd 

pass to G.Johnson (Huff 
kick good) 

NF_Augustine fumble 
recovery (Bray run good) 

KCC_E.Peterson 15-yd 
pass to K.Johnson (Huff 
kick no good) 

Second Quarter
KCC_E.Muir 1-yard run 

(Peterson pass to Vig good) 
KCC_Knutson 14-yd run 

(Huff kick good) 
Third Quarter

KCC_Peterson 14-yd 
pass to G.Johnson 
(Peterson pass to Vig no 
good) 

KCC_Peterson 11-yd 
pass to K.Johnson (Huff 
kick no good) 

Fourth Quarter
KCC_Hemmes 20-yd run 

(Huff kick no good) 
NF_Spilde 3-yd run 

(Hockstedler run good) 

KCC Offensive Leaders 
Passing_Eli Peterson: 
8/10, 128 yds, 4 TDs 
Rushing_Ashton Knutson: 
14 att, 123 yds, 1 TD 
Receiving_Gavin Johnson: 
2 rec, 61 yds, 2 TD; - Kellen 
Johnson: 4 rec, 61 yds, 2 
TD. 

KCC Defensive Leaders
Brody Scalese: 6.5 tackles, 1 
tfl, 1 fum rec. 
Gavin Johnson: 7 tackles 
Ty Vig: 7 tackles 
Brock Scalese: 6 tackles, 1 
tfl

KCC Bearcats football team 
tear down the Northern Freeze

ASHTON KNUTSON, KCC running back, had 14 attempts for 
123 yards and 1 touchdown during the Bearcats’ game in 
Newfolden against the Northern Freeze. Knutson’s efforts 
helped the Bearcats defeat the Freeze 46-16.  

(Enterprise Photo by Miranda Peterson)

HANNA WARNKE, #16, AND MORGAN TURN, #5, go up for 
a block during the KCC Bearcats’ three-set win over the 
Northern Freeze in Lancaster on Tuesday, Sept. 3. The 
Bearcat girls defeated the Freeze with scores of 25-9, 25-13 
and 25-7.                (Enterprise Photo by Miranda Peterson)

BEARCAT JUNIOR HITTER, 
KAYDENCE WHITE jumps to 
get one of her 10 kills in the 
KCC Bearcats home game 
versus the Northern Freeze. 
White also served 14/16 
with 4 aces and had 1 block 
and 1 dig to help win the 
three-set match against the 
Freeze. (Enterprise Photo 
by Miranda Peterson)

JAXTON HEMMES, #28, gets the ball over the goal line in 
the fourth quarter to add to the Bearcats’ score against the 
Freeze. Hemmes had an 20-yard run to finish out the 
Bearcats’ scoring efforts at 46-16. 

(Enterprise Photo by Miranda Peterson)

THE BEARCATS FOOTBALL TEAM defeated the Northern 
Freeze in Newfolden Friday, Sept. 6 with a score of 46-16. 

(Enterprise Photo by Miranda Peterson)

By Coach Tina Turn
The Bearcats volleyball 

team attend three Saturday 
tournaments every season. 
For the first of the season, 
we go to Ada to play in a 16-
team tournament with a lot 
of quality teams and four 
AA teams.  

This early September 
tournament, which took 
place on Saturday, Sept. 7 
this year, is always a good 
indication of where we are 
sitting, what our strengths 
as a team are and what we 
need to work on. The 
Bearcats had a very good 
showing this year, winning 
all three pool-play games 
thus heading into the top 
division of the tournament 
for a two-match playoff.  

KCC vs. Fosston
In the opening pool-play 

match, we met up with the 
Fosston Greyhounds. We 
last met up with the 
Greyhounds in the quarter-
final playoff match where 
the Bearcats won. The 
Greyhounds were looking to 
avenge that loss, but KCC 
held them off with a 25-18, 
25-21 win. While we strug-
gled to serve well in the 
match (86% and 6 aces), we 
passed well on serve 
receive. We also blocked 

well, recording the most 
blocks in a match all day at 
5. Kaydence White led the 
offense with 7 kills while 
Morgan Turn followed with 
6 and Lauryn Whitlock with 
5.  

KCC vs. DGF
Match two was a battle 

with Dilworth-Glyndon-
Felton. We met up with the 
Rebels in a summer tourna-
ment and found out that we 
were very evenly matched. 
We won a 3-set victory that 
June day just like we won a 
3-set victory against the 
Rebels in Ada.  

KCC played well in set 
one (25-22) but they 
dropped off the map in set 
two (16-25) with poor pass-
ing and a lot of unforced 
errors. The Bearcats eked 
out a 15-13 win in the decid-
ing set. Four blocks helped 
at the net, but we struggled 
to stop their big middle. 
Even though a .24 hitting 
efficiency is above our goal, 
it was barely enough to get 
the job done. Our 93% serv-
ing rate for the match 
helped, but DGF passed 
well and we only scored on 
two aces.  

KCC vs. RLF
In our third and final 

pool-play match, we met up 

with the Eagles of Red Lake 
Falls. They had really 
improved since saw them at 
a pre-season scrimmage, 
and they gave us a run for 
our money in set one, which 
we won 25-22, but it was a 
come-from-behind win. The 
Bearcats passed poorly on 
serve receive and thus 
struggled to get our offense 
going. Fortunately, that 
was not a problem in set 
two as we went on to win 
25-13 and played a much 
more error-free game. 
White did the most offen-
sive damage with 12 kills, 
followed by Turn with 7. 
Serving was not great at 
only 84%, but the Bearcats 
scored on 5 aces to help the 
serving cause.  

Having won our pool, we 
found ourselves seeded No. 
1 heading into the top divi-
sion of the tournament 
along with Class A 
Ada/Borup-West, Class AA 
East Grand Forks, and 
Class AA Thief River Falls. 
We matched up with ABW 
in the opening round of the 
playoff, and it was a pretty 
intense 3-set battle between 
two teams with some lethal 
offense.  

ABW showcases two 
players who are setter/OH 

combo players, both of 
whom are 6 feet-plus jun-
iors already recruited to 
NDSU.  

KCC vs. ABW
In set one, KCC won the 

battle 25-16, but after some 
struggles on serve receive in 
set two, we lost 23-25, 
which forced a deciding set 
that went in favor of the 
Bearcats 15-9.  

KCC’s hitting efficiency 
was .49, which is outstand-
ing. Unfortunately, we only 
recorded 2 blocks, which 
made our back row defense 
have to work extra hard. 
They came up with 19 digs, 
and fortunately we convert-
ed on a lot of those plays. 
The Cougar serve receive 
was found to be a weakness, 
and KCC exploited it earn-
ing 12 points off aces in the 
win and serving 92% over-
all. This win sent the 
Bearcats to the champi-
onship match.  

KCC vs. EGF
After waiting for two 

other matches to end, KCC 
took to the floor in the 
championship match 
against the Class AA East 
Grand Forks Greenwave, a 
team we swept at home two 
days prior. EGF was look-
ing to avenge that sweep 

and they came out firing on 
all cylinders.  

KCC had their best serv-
ing percentage of the day at 
94% and even scored 
against a solid passing 
Greenwave team with 6 
aces. KCC recorded an 
amazing 50 digs in the 3-set 
battle and recorded 29 kills, 
for a .20 hitting efficiency, 
which was the lowest of the 
day for the Bearcats.  

What the game came 
down to was defense. The 
Greenwave had a much bet-
ter blocking game than the 
Bearcats did, and defensive-
ly, they covered the floor 
and nothing dropped. There 
were several long rallies 
where we dug up a few 
balls, and had a few great 
swings, but they almost all 
ended in favor of EGF, who 
was just relentless. Kudos 
to them for displaying some 
top-notch defense. The 
scores of the match were 16-

25, 25-17, 10-15.  
We were really hoping to 

take the championship and 
remain undefeated, but it 
wasn’t in the cards. It was a 
valuable day of play for us, 
and we learned a few things 
that will help us as we move 
forward. We still need to 
work on blocking and cover-
age, and consistency in our 
serving game. We have 
been trying to run a faster-
tempo offense, and we 
didn’t sustain that effort 
the way we’d like, so we’ll 
be sure to focus on that in 
upcoming matches. Overall, 
though, we met several of 
our goals and are pleased 
with how we battled in 
some tough early-season 
matches.  

KCC stands with a 7-1 
record and looks ahead to 
hosting Warren-Alvarado-
Oslo and Warroad this 
week.

Bearcats take second place in Ada volleyball tournament

GAME STATS AT ADA TOURNAMENT
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Grace Faken 1 15 - 2 - - 
Afton Lindgren 11 19 1 60 37/37 4 
Lily Peterson - 9 - - - - 
Berlyn Strege 23 28 - 7 28/31 1 
Morgan Turn 29 24 .5 68 53/57 9 
Hanna Warnke 14 17 1 - 43/49 4 
Kaydence White 55 6 8.5 - 38/45 8 
Lauryn Whitlock 15 5 3.5 1 43/50 5 




