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By Coach Tina Turn
KCC vs. NF

It was the second meet-
ing between the KCC 
Bearcats and the Northern 
Freeze on Tuesday, Sept. 
24. This Northern Lights 
Conference volleyball action 
took place in Karlstad.  

The first set was charac-
terized by both teams trad-
ing points with no one 
pulling out ahead until sen-
ior Morgan Turn stepped to 
the line and rattled off four 
serves, racking up an ace in 
the run. That put a little 
distance between the 
Bearcats and the Freeze, 
and junior Afton Lindgren 
went on a five-serve run to 
help her team even more. It 
was a 25-14 ending in favor 
of the Cats.  

Junior middle hitter, 
Kaydence White paced the 
team with 5 kills in the set, 
followed by senior Berlyn 
Strege with 3 kills, and 
Lauryn Whitlock and Turn, 
each with 2.   

Set two had a similar 
start, but with no signifi-
cant serving runs in the 
match, the Bearcats fought 
to earn their points in sev-
eral long rallies. The Freeze 
hit dribbled through our 
block more than it should 
have, and that fueled their 
momentum to make a run 
at KCC late in the set. The 
Bearcats held them off, 
though, and posted a 25-19 
win in set two.  

White had 2.5 blocks to 
make a statement at the 
net, while junior middle hit-
ter Hanna Warnke added a 
solo block of her own. It was 
White and Lindgren who 
combined for the final point 
of the set, recording a solid 
double block in the books.  

Finally in set three, the 
Bearcats opened with better 
energy and went on two 
serving runs, led by Warnke 
and Turn, to take an early 
10-2 lead. The Freeze 
defense didn’t roll over; 
they fought back late in the 
game and edged their way 
closer, but with a Warnke 
kill to end, the Bearcats 
took the game on a 25-16 
third set. White led with 5 
kills in the final set. 

Overall serving for the 
night was 88% and 10 aces. 
Hats off to the Freeze who 
had really improved defen-
sively since our first contest 
with them. They picked up 
a ton of our swings and 
forced us to battle in some 
long rallies. Fortunately, 
most of those rallies ended 
in our favor. We are glad to 
have a conference win, and 
this moves KCC’s record to 
13-5.  

KCC vs. Roseau
To close out a busy 

month of September, the 
Bearcats traveled to Roseau 
to take on the Rams on 
Thursday, Sept. 26. Even 
though Roseau is AA and 
the Bearcats are A, the two 
teams always seem to have 
pretty epic battles. The 
scoreboard shows a sweep 
for the Bearcats, but the 
rallies were long, and it was 
a competitive match.  

Out of the gates in set 
one came the Bearcats fir-
ing on all cylinders. Junior 
middle hitter Kaydence 
White lit up the net with 5 
kills and a block. Senior 
Morgan Turn chipped in 4 
kills of her own, and junior 
Afton Lindgren lit up the 
backcourt with 4 digs while 
senior Berlyn Strege did her 
part with 3 digs. The Rams 
played relentless defense, 
but the Bearcats proved to 
be unstoppable on offense 
and won set one with a 25-
10 score.  

In set two, Turn opened 
the set with a serving run 
that included an ace. Tough 
serving on the part of the 
Bearcats helped to stave off 
a Roseau attack. Once 
again, White led the offense 
with 7 kills, while senior 
right side hitter Lauryn 
Whitlock tacked 3 kills into 
the stat column. White’s 
and Whitlock’s huge block 
took care of business at the 
net and forced the Rams to 
try to hit around it. This 
helped in the Bearcats’ 
favor as KCC took set two 
with a 25-13 score, ending 
on a White ace.  

The Rams and the 
Bearcats were neck-and-
neck for about the first 10 
points off the third set. 
That’s when the Bearcats 
took charge and set the pace 
for the rest of the set. Not 
surprisingly, White again 

led the attack with 6 kills, 
while both Lindgren and 
Strege jumped for 3 kills 
each. The final set ended 
25-17 in favor of the Cats.  

This was a really fun 
game for the girls to play in. 
There was a huge crowd, 
the crowd was loud, and 
both teams played with a 
lot of heart and energy. 
After this game, we record-
ed a season-high 12 blocks, 
which is phenomenal for 
this team which early on 
was struggling in this cate-
gory. Offensively, we put 
down 40 kills, which is a lot 
for a three-set match. 

Passing was another cate-
gory that deserves a round 
of applause as KCC exceed-
ed their passing goal of 
2.25. With all of those 
things combined, it made 
for a truly solid game for 
the Bearcats, and the big 
crowd was treated to some 
stellar volleyball this night. 
Serving was only 88% with 
8 aces, but it got the job 
done.  

Hats off to Roseau for 
picking up a lot of balls and 
playing tough at the net. 
They pushed us hard, and 
I’m proud of how the 
Bearcats responded. 

Bearcat volleyball girls defeat the 
Freeze and Rams on the road

GAME STATS VS. NORTHERN FREEZE
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Grace Faken - 1 - - - - 
Afton Lindgren 2 3 - 15 9/11 1 
Lily Peterson - 5 - - - - 
Berlyn Strege 7 6 - - 9/9 2 
Morgan Turn 6 6 .5 15 16/17 3 
Hanna Warnke 4 4 2.5 - 11/12 - 
Kaydence White 12 - 2.5 1 9/13 3 
Lauryn Whitlock 4 - 1 2 11/12 1

GAME STATS VS. ROSEAU
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Grace Faken - 3 - - - - 
Afton Lindgren 3 6 - 17 8/9 1 
Lily Peterson - 4 - - - - 
Berlyn Strege 6 4 - 3 7/9 - 
Morgan Turn 8 6 - 19 14/16 1 
Hanna Warnke 1 3 7 - 10/10 1 
Kaydence White 18 1 2.5 - 12/14 3 
Lauryn Whitlock 4 1 2.5 1 13/15 2

By Nick Johnson,  
assistant coach

KCC 6 — F-B 44
The Kittson County 

Central Bearcats had a 
tough test on the road in 
week five, taking on the 
Fertile-Beltrami Falcons 
Friday, Sept. 27. The 
Bearcats come into the 
game with a record of 2-2 
following back-to-back close 
losses against quality oppo-
nents. The Falcons came 
into the game with a record 
of 4-0 and ranked as the 
second best 9-man football 
team in the state. The 
Bearcats were up to the 
challenge against the pow-
erhouse Falcons for most of 
the game, which made 
Fertile-Beltrami work hard 
for the victory. 

The Bearcats got a stop 
on the first defensive pos-
session of the game, thanks 
to an interception by Eli 
Peterson. On their first 
offensive possession they 
proved the ability to move 
the football offensively, put-
ting together a six-play, 60-
yard drive before being 
forced to punt. The Falcons 
scored first, on a 1-yard 
rushing touchdown by quar-
terback Easton Petry. 
Tacking on a successful 2-
point conversion run, the 
Falcons took an 8-0 lead at 
the end of the first quarter. 

The second quarter 
opened with a drive by the 
Bearcats, picking up a first 
down before turning the 
ball over on downs. Fertile-
Beltrami took advantage of 
the turnover, adding anoth-
er touchdown on an 8-yard 
run by Jonah Harstad and 
extending the lead to 16-0. 
The Bearcats kept the game 
close however, thanks to a 
scoring drive capped off by a 
10-yard touchdown run by 
Ashton Knutson, trimming 
the lead to 16-6 going into 
the halftime break.  

The Bearcats kept the 
game within reach through-
out the third quarter only 
allowing one score on 
another touchdown run by 
Harstad, this time from 25 
yards out.  

The Falcons ran away 
with the game in the fourth 
quarter, however, adding 3 
more touchdowns against 
the reserve players of the 
Bearcats.   

The Bearcats left the 
game feeling much more 
accomplished than the 44-6 
defeat indicated.  

Defensively they limited 
the big plays for much of 
the game, forcing the 
Falcons to work for their 
points and keeping them-
selves in the game. 
Offensively, points were 
hard to come by, but the 
Bearcats moved the ball 
against a stout Falcons 
defense. There are bright 
spots in every football 
game, regardless of the 
final outcome, and the team 
learned a lot about their 
ability and their toughness 
in this measuring stick 
game. 

Now having lost three 
consecutive games to high 
quality opponents, the 
Bearcats drop to 2-3 on the 
season. Kittson County 
Central will continue their 
season with a homecoming 
game matchup with the 
Goodridge-Grygla Chargers 
in Lancaster on Friday, Oct. 
4. With the most difficult 
part of their schedule 
behind them, the Bearcats 

look forward to starting a 
winning streak and build-
ing towards the playoffs. 

Scoring Summary
KCC           0     6     6     6 
F-B             8     16   24   44 

First Quarter
F-B_Petry 1-yard touch-

down run (Harstad run 
good) 

Second Quarter
F-B_Harstad 8-yard 

touchdown run (Petry pass 
to Gullickson good) 

KCC_Knutson 10-yard 
touchdown run (Knutson 
run no good) 

Third Quarter
F-B_Harstad 25-yard 

touchdown run (Strem pass 
to Hanson good) 

Fourth Quarter
F-B_Wright 17-yard 

touchdown run (Wright run 
no good) 

F-B_Wright 30-yard 
touchdown run (Strem pass 
to Hanson no good) 

F-B_Tollefson 88-yard 
touchdown run (Sather run 
good) 

KCC Offensive Leaders 
Passing_Eli Peterson: 
6/13, 73 yds, 3 int 
Rushing_Ashton Knutson: 
14 att, 101 yds, 1 TD; Eli 
Muir: 12 att, 53 yds 
Receiving_Ty Vig: 3 rec, 
49 yds; Kellen Johnson: 2 
rec, 22 yds 

KCC Defensive Leaders
Brody Scalese: 8 tackles, 2 
tfl 
Gavin Johnson: 7.5 tackles 
Ty Vig: 6 tackles, 1 tfl 
Kamden Gullickson: 2 tack-
les, 1 tfl, 1 sack

Fertile-Beltrami Falcons defeat 
Bearcats in hard fought game

BEARCATS NO. 5 ASHTON KNUTSON receives the ball dur-
ing the game on Friday, Sept. 27 against Fertile-Beltrami 
Falcons in Fertile. NO. 20 COLLIN SJOSTRAND is the back-
ground.        (Enterprise photo by Miranda Peterson)

NO. 16 HANNA WARNKE and NO. 10 AFTON LINDGREN tip 
the ball back across the net against the Freeze on Tuesday, 
Sept. 24.       (Enterprise photo by Miranda Peterson)

NO. 4 BERLYN STREGE goes up to the net to tip the ball 
back into Freeze territory on Tuesday, Sept. 24. The KCC 
Bearcats swept the Freeze. 

(Enterprise photo by Miranda Peterson)

BEARCATS HANNA WARNKE and AFTON LINDGREN go up 
for the block against the Roseau Rams in Roseau on 
Thursday, Sept. 26.          (KC Media Arts photo)

NO. 5 MORGAN TURN goes up against three Roseau Rams 
players attempting to block the play and tips the ball over 
the net.          (KC Media Arts photo)

BEARCATS NO. 19 TY VIG and NO. 50 LANDON PANKRATZ 
work to keep F-B Falcons players at bay during the game in 
Fertile on Friday, Sept. 27.   

(Enterprise photo by Miranda Peterson)

BEARCATS NO. 3, ELIJAH MUIR and No. 88, KELLEN 
JOHNSON, tackle a F-B Falcon player during the Bearcats 
loss to the Falcons on Friday, Sept. 27 game.  

(Enterprise photo by Miranda Peterson)

THE KITTSON/ROSEAU SENIOR TRAP SHOOTING TEAM placed first with a score of 
470 at the state shoot this summer. Kittson County 4-Hers pictured are Henry Finney 
on the far left and Guilford Finney is on the far right.                      (Submitted photo) 

FIRST PLACE!




