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By Nick Johnson,  
assistant coach

KCC 35 — BGMR 16
The KCC Bearcats 

opened the postseason with 
a quarterfinal matchup 
against the Gators of 
Badger/Greenbush-Middle 
River.  

The Bearcats entered the 
game as the No. 3 seed in 
the Section 8 playoffs with a 
record of 4-4. The Gators 
entered the game as the No. 
6 seed with a record of 2-6. 
The two teams played each 
other eight weeks ago to 
open the season, with the 
Bearcats defeating the 
Gators 41-8. However, both 
teams have improved 
throughout the season, and 
contributed to an exciting 
matchup in Hallock. 

KCC started the scoring 
on their opening possession 
of the game as Eli Peterson 
connected with Kellen 
Johnson on a 7-yard touch-
down pass. However, the 
Gators responded a couple 
possessions later with a 
scoring drive of their own. 
Quarterback Will Foss 
capped off the drive with a 
5-yard touchdown run, and 
after a successful 2-point 
conversion, the Gators had 
an 8-7 lead.  

Eli Peterson tossed his 
second touchdown pass of 
the day, this time to Brody 
Scalese from 11 yards out. 
This would help the 
Bearcats reclaim the lead 
14-8, which remained the 
score as the game entered 
the halftime break.  

The Gators landed a big 
punch to open the second 
half, as they returned the 
opening kickoff 75 yards for 
the touchdown and retook 
the lead 16-14. The 
Bearcats didn’t stay behind 
for long. Eli Muir took the 
following kickoff return 
back 50 yards all the way to 
the Gator 30-yard line. Five 
plays later the Bearcats 
retook the lead 20-16 on a 2-
yard touchdown run by 
Ashton Knutson.  

From that point on it was 
all Bearcats, adding 2 
touchdown passes from 
Quarterback Eli Peterson, 
his third and fourth of the 
day. He first connected with 
Brody Scalese on a 23-yard 
strike and minutes later 
found Eli Muir out of the 
backfield for a 41-yard 
touchdown pass. Peterson’s 
four touchdown passes tied 
him with the program 
record for touchdown passes 
in a game. These touch-
downs combined with sever-
al key fourth down stops by 
the Bearcat defense, helped 
the team run away with a 
35-16 victory over a tough 
Gators team. 

With the victory, the 
Bearcats advanced to the 
Section 8, 9-man football 
semi finals. 

Scoring Summary 
1st Quarter
KCC_Peterson 7-yard 
touchdown pass to Johnson 
(Brewer kick good) 

2nd Quarter
BGMR_Foss 5-yard touch-
down run (Foss pass to 
Davy good) 
KCC_Peterson 11-yard 
touchdown pass to Scalese 
(Brewer kick good) 
3rd Quarter
BGMR_ Gust 75-yard kick 
return touchdown (Davy 
run good) 
KCC_Knutson 2-yard 
touchdown run (Brewer 
kick no good) 
4th Quarter
KCC_Peterson 23-yard 
touchdown pass to Scalese 
(Knutson run good); 
Peterson 41-yard touch-
down pass to Muir (Brewer 
kick good) 

KCC Offensive Leaders
Passing_Eli Peterson: 9/11, 
169 yards, 4 tds 
Rushing_Ashton Knutson: 
22 att, 102, 1 td 
Eli Muir: 14 att, 52 yards 
Receiving
Eli Muir: 2 rec, 61 yards, 1 
td; Brody Scalese: 3 rec, 54 
yds, 2 td; Kellen Johnson: 3 
rec, 38 yds, 1 td 

KCC Defensive Leaders
Brody Scalese: 9 tackles, 4 
ast 
Ashton Knutson: 4 tackles, 
1 ast, 1 sack 
Sam Webster: 3 tackles, 2 
ast, 2 tfl 
Kellen Johnson: 3 tackles, 2 
ast, 1 tfl 
Brock Scalese: 2 tackles, 2 
tlf, 2 int, 2 pd 

KCC 22 — SAC 44
The Kittson County 

Central Bearcats took on 
the Stephen-Argyle Central 
Storm in the semifinals of 
the Section 8, 9-man foot-
ball playoffs on Saturday, 
Oct. 26 in Argyle. The 
Bearcats, the No. 3 seed, 
won their quarterfinal 
matchup against the BGMR 
Gators. The Storm, the No. 
2 seed, won their quarterfi-
nal matchup against the 
Northern Freeze.  

The game did not start in 
the Bearcats’ favor, with 
many miscues and mistakes 
leading to big plays for the 
Storm. On the first posses-
sion of the game, the Storm 
blocked a punt by the 
Bearcats, which led to a 4-
yard touchdown run by run-
ning back Blaine Smith and 
give the Storm an early 8-0 
lead. Smith added another 
rushing touchdown from 21 
yards out, giving SAC a 16-
0 lead at the end of the first 
quarter.  

The Bearcats had oppor-
tunities to respond in the 
second quarter, forcing a 
couple punts by the Storm. 
However, the offense was 
unable to capitalize on 
those opportunities due to 
turnovers and penalties 
that ended promising 
drives. Smith continued his 
impressive outing for the 
Storm adding another 2-
yard touchdown run and 
building the lead to 22-0 
going into the halftime 
break.  

The third quarter 

brought much of the same 
outcomes for the Bearcats. 
Offensively, they were 
unable to put together any 
scoring drives, forcing the 
defense to spend more time 
on the field and surrender 
more points to the Storm. 
Blaine Smith added two 
more touchdowns in the 
third quarter alone, build-
ing the SAC lead to a com-
manding 37-0 margin.  

The Bearcat offense 
eventually came alive in the 
fourth quarter. First, Eli 
Peterson scrambled for a 5-
yard touchdown run, get-
ting the Bearcats on the 
board and bringing the 
score to 37-8. Then Peterson 
found Kellen Johnson on a 
19-yard touchdown pass 
trimming the lead down to 
37-16. The Storm responded 
with Smith adding his sixth 
touchdown run of the day, 
expanding the lead again. 
The Bearcats added one 
final score with Peterson 
finding Ty Vig for an 11-
yard touchdown pass, 
bringing the game to a final 
score of 44-22.  

The game was character-
ized by missed opportuni-
ties and an inability to find 
footing early in the game for 
the Bearcats. Playing 
against a quality opponent 
like the Storm, it is impor-
tant to execute the game-
plan, something that eluded 
the Bearcats for the majori-
ty of the game on Saturday.  

Scoring Summary 
1st Quarter
SAC_Smith 4-yard touch-
down run (Benitt run good); 
Smith 21-yard touchdown 
run (Setterholm run good) 
2nd Quarter
SAC_Smith 2-yard touch-
down run (Setterholm pass 
no good) 
3rd Quarter
SAC_Smith 3-yard touch-
down run (Setterholm pass 
to Pagnac good); Smith 11-
yard touchdown run 
(Rivard kick good) 
4th Quarter
KCC_Peterson 5-yard 
touchdown run (Knutson 
run good); Peterson 19-yard 
touchdown pass to Johnson 
(Hemmes run no good) 
SAC_Smith 34-yard touch-
down run (Rivard kick 
good) 
KCC_Peterson 11-yard pass 
to Vig (Muir run good) 

KCC Offensive Leaders
Passing_Eli Peterson: 
10/14, 129 yds, 2 td, 1 int 
Rushing; Ashton Knutson: 
22 att, 94 yds 
Receiving; Kellen Johnson: 
7 rec, 84 yds, 1 td; Eli Muir: 
1 rec, 27 yds 
Ty Vig: 1 rec, 11 yds, 1 td 

KCC Defensive Leaders
Brody Scalese: 9 tackles, 6 
ast 
Ty Vig: 3 tackles, 5 ast 
Ashton Knutson: 3 tackles, 
3 ast, 1 tfl, 1 sack, 1 pd 
Track Folland: 2 tackles, 3 
ast 
Kellen Johnson: 2 tackles, 1 
ast

Bearcats defeat Gators, fall to Storm 
to end an exciting season of football

By Coach Tina Turn
KCC vs. Climax/Fisher 

The Bearcats closed out 
their regular season on 
Monday, Oct. 14, followed 
by the MEA long weekend. 
After the break, KCC took 
time to both rest and recov-
er from a team-wide illness 
and prepare for the playoffs. 
Their first post-season test 
came on Wednesday, 
October 23, when they faced 
Climax/ Fisher in the 
Section 8A play-in match. 

Climax/Fisher, the No. 8 
seed, had earned their spot 
by defeating the No. 9 seed 
Stephen-Argyle Storm on 
Monday, Oct. 21. However, 
the Knights struggled 
against the No. 1 seeded 
Bearcats once they made 
the trip north to Hallock. 

The opening rotations 
were slow for both teams, 
but KCC quickly found 
their rhythm in the second 
go-round. Senior Morgan 
Turn led the offensive 
charge, recording seven 
kills by finding open spots 
on the court. Junior middle 
hitter Kaydence White 
added four kills, while sen-
ior Lauryn Whitlock and 
junior Hanna Warnke con-
tributed three and two kills, 
respectively. A well-execut-
ed on-two set from junior 
setter Afton Lindgren to 
Turn helped the Bearcats 
secure the first set 25-13. 

In the second set, seniors 
Berlyn Strege and White 
powered the Bearcat offense 
with four kills each. White 
also made an impact defen-
sively with a few key blocks 
at the net. KCC’s serving 
game was strong, with four 
aces recorded, and Lindgren 
closed out the set with an 
on-two kill from Turn, seal-
ing the 25-15 win. 

Set three saw 
Climax/Fisher falter early, 
struggling with their first 
two passes off of Turn's 
serves, which ended in KCC 
aces. White then stepped up 
to the service line and deliv-
ered eight consecutive 
serves, further disrupting 
the Knights’ serve receive. 
White added six more kills 
in the set, but it was Turn’s 
final kill down the line that 
clinched the match and 
ended Climax/Fisher’s sea-
son. The Bearcats won the 
set 25-12. 

The Bearcats displayed a 

well-rounded team effort in 
their first post-season 
game, serving at a high 96% 
efficiency with 11 aces. 
They met all of their statis-
tical goals, with a strong 
offense and fast-paced 
defense laying the ground-
work for what they hope 
will be a deep playoff run. 

KCC will next face the 
Red Lake Falls Eagles, who 
upset Lake of the Woods, on 
Friday, October 25, with the 
Bearcats hosting the #5 
seeded Eagles.  

KCC vs. RLF  
In Section 8A quarterfi-

nal action, the top-seeded 
KCC Bearcats hosted the 
No. 5 seed, the Red Lake 
Falls Eagles, in Hallock on 
Friday, Oct. 25. Both teams 
were fighting for a place in 
the semifinal matchup at 
UMC.  

The showdown began 
with high energy, as the 
Bearcats and Eagles battled 
point for point early in the 
first set. Down 11-15, RLF 
took a timeout, but it did lit-
tle to cool down the 
Bearcats, who held the 
Eagles to just 3 more points, 
closing the set 25-14. Junior 
middle hitter Kaydence 
White led KCC’s offense 
with impressive intensity, 
slamming down 9 kills to 
set the tone. 

Senior setter Morgan 
Turn opened the second set 
with a blistering 11-point 
service streak, repeatedly 
feeding White, who kept 
finding the floor with her 
attacks. White’s 6th kill of 
the set was an unforget-
table milestone—her 
1,000th career kill—which 
brought the packed home 

gym to its feet in celebra-
tion. Riding the wave of 
momentum, KCC coasted to 
a decisive 25-6 win, deflat-
ing the Eagles. 

Heading into the third 
set, the Bearcats expected a 
stronger response from 
RLF, and they got it. The 
Eagles pushed back in the 
longest, hardest-fought set 
of the night, even holding a 
slim lead as they reached 15 
points first. But with smart 
serving by junior setter 
Afton Lindgren, the 
Bearcats turned the tide. 
Leading 20-17, KCC saw 
junior middle hitter Hanna 
Warnke take over at the 
service line, guiding the 
team through the final 
stretch for a 25-17 victory. 

The Bearcats showcased 
impressive efficiency, post-
ing a remarkable .45 hitting 
percentage with minimal 
errors. Though the Eagles’ 
passing was sharp, KCC’s 
93% serving kept the pres-
sure on, contributing to 4 
aces and solid overall con-
trol. With serve receive 
meeting their target and 5 
crucial blocks on the night, 
the Bearcats’ overall game 
stayed strong. 

We played with poise. 
Red Lake Falls came ready 
to compete, but the girls 
stayed steady under pres-
sure, stuck to the game plan 
and made adjustments 
when it mattered. It was an 
incredible moment to see 
White reach her 1,000th kill 
milestone in front of a full 
gym. We’ll savor this win 
for now, but it’s back to 
work Monday, Oct. 28 as we 
prepare for the semifinals 
against the No. 2 seed, the 
Fertile-Beltrami Falcons.

Bearcats sweep Knights and 
Eagles to take on Falcons at UMC

GAME STATS VS. CLIMAX/FISHER
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Grace Faken - 11 - 1 - - 
Afton Lindgren 1 6 1 17 15/15 2 
Lily Peterson - 1 - - - - 
Berlyn Strege 4 14 .5 3 11/12 4 
Morgan Turn 10 8 1 17 15/15 2 
Hanna Warnke 6 1 2 - 8/8 1 
Kaydence White 15 5 3.5 - 18/18 2 
Lauryn Whitlock 5 2 1 - 8/9 1

GAME STATS VS. RED LAKE FALLS
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Grace Faken - 2 - 1 - - 
Afton Lindgren 2 6 - 16 14/14 1 
Lily Peterson - 6 - - - - 
Berlyn Strege 6 10 - 1 10/12 2 
Morgan Turn 8 5 1 20 14/15 1 
Hanna Warnke 1 7 .5 - 14/15 - 
Kaydence White 22 1 2.5 - 6/7 - 
Lauryn Whitlock 3 3 1 2 10/10 -

BEARCAT #3 ELI MUIR carries the ball on a return kick during the playoff game against 
BGMR in Hallock on Tuesday, Oct. 22.       (KC Media Arts photos)

BEARCATS MORGAN TURN, left, and KAYDENCE WHITE go up for a block against the 
Climax/Fisher Knights. Turn had 10 kills, 8 digs, 17 assists and 2 aces in the game. White 
had 15 kills, 5 digs, 3.5 blocks and 2 aces.       (KC Media Arts photos)

BEARCAT LAURYN WHITLOCK goes up for 1 of her 5 kills against Climax/Fisher during vol-
leyball playoff action at Kittson Central on Wednesday, Oct. 23. Whitlock had 5 kils, 2 digs, 
1 block and 1 ace in the game.

BEARCAT #50 LANDON PANKRATZ prepares for a play during the semifinal game against 
Stepehn-Argyle Storm in Argyle.       (KC Media Arts photos)




