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KCC Bearcats defeat SAC Storm 
at Dig Pink night in Hallock
By Coach Tina Turn

Just two weeks after 
their last matchup, North-
ern Lights Conference 
neighbors KCC and SAC 
met again—this time in 
Hallock on Tuesday, Sept. 
30. The Bearcats hosted 
their annual Dig Pink 
night, with players and fans 
donning pink to raise 
awareness and funds for 
breast cancer. In the first 
meeting, KCC claimed a 3-1 
victory. This time, they 
made it even more decisive. 

The Bearcats set the tone 
early. Despite 3 serving 
errors in set one, their 
offense was sharp and effi-
cient. Seniors Afton Lind-
gren, Hanna Warnke and 
Kaydence White, along with 
junior Camryn Whitlock, 
combined for 14 kills to 
power KCC to a 25-15 win. 

Set two saw the Bearcats 
dominate even further. Gra-
cie Vig came off the bench to 
spark the attack with 3 
kills, while Whitlock added 
3 more and Warnke chipped 
in 1.  

White led the charge 
with 5 kills as KCC rolled to 
a 25-13 victory. 

In the final set, strong 
serving from Lindgren and 
Brynn Hennen sparked 
extended runs that quickly 
put the game out of reach. 
White capped her night 
with a block as the Bearcats 
cruised to a 25-12 win, 
securing the sweep and 
improving their season 
record to 12-8. 

A few tweaks to the 
team’s base positioning paid 
off, creating a smoother 
flow throughout the match. 
Most impressive was the 
Bearcats’ discipline: they 
finished with just 20 errors 
on the night, compared to 
the 14-per-set average 
they’ve carried this season. 

Though serving fell short of 
the team’s percentage goal, 
their aggressive approach 
produced an impressive 
amount of aces. 

The Bearcats now turn 

their attention to their final 
home game of the season, 
set for Thursday, Oct. 2 in 
Lancaster against the G-G 
Chargers.

KITTSON CENTRAL’S ANNUAL DIG PINK NIGHT brought on the Dash for Cash event. Here, 
volunteers collect cash from the crowd to support the East Grand Forks volleyball book-
keeper, who is dealing with breast cancer. The dash raised $1,300. The bake sale and t-shirt-
sales rasied $1,800, which went to the American Cancer Society.           (KC Media Arts photo)

KCC NO. 14 CAMRYN WHITLOCK goes up for a shot against 
the Storm during Dig PInk night at Kittson Central on Tues-
day, Sept. 30. Whitlock had 4 kills, 6 digs, 14 assists, 10/11 
serves.           (KC Media Arts photo)

KCC NO. 16 HANNA WARNKE goes for one of her 5 kills in 
the game against the Storm on Tuesday, Sept. 30. In the 
game, she also had 6 digs, .5 blocks, 2 assists, 6/7 serves 
and 1 ace.          (KC Media Arts photo)

GAME STATS VS. STEPHEN-ARGYLE STORM
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Halle Hansen - - 1 - - - 
Kami Hanson 1 - - - - - 
Brynn Hennen - 7 .5 2 13/15 1  
Afton Lindgren 6 7 - 16 15/18 5 
Nadia Neumiller - 1 - - 8/8 1  
Hadley Nordin - 5 - - - -  
Hanna Warnke 5 6 .5 2 6/7 1 
Kaydence White 22 6 3 1 13/14 4  
Camryn Whitlock 4 6 - 14 10/11 - 
Gracie Vig 3 - - - - -  

KCC NO. 7 KAYDENCE 
WHITE volleys the ball back 
to SAC. In the game, White 
claimed 22 kills, 6 digs, 3 
blocks, 1 assist, 13/14 
serves and 4 aces.  
(Photo by Sideline Lindsey)

By Coach Tina Turn
In their final regular-sea-

son home match, the KCC 
Bearcats hosted the Grygla-
Goodridge Chargers in Lan-
caster on Thursday, Oct. 2.  

It was the lone Northern 
Lights Conference meeting 
between the two teams this 
season, and the Bearcats 
made it count. 

The opening set was a 
back-and-forth battle, but 
KCC managed to stay a 
step ahead. The Bearcats 
steadily claimed the “mini-
game” benchmarks that 
keep them on pace, with 
senior Afton Lindgren lead-
ing the way at the net. She 
recorded 5 kills in the 
frame, while fellow senior 
Kaydence White added 4. A 
Lindgren kill sealed the 25-
16 win. 

Set two was a different 
story. The Chargers took 
the early edge in the mini-
game race and led 15-13 

when Camryn Whitlock 
stepped to the service line. 
Her run forced a G-G time-
out, and Nadia Neumiller 
followed with another key 
stretch that burned the 
Chargers’ second timeout. 
Despite piling up an eye-
popping 15 errors, KCC 
found a way to finish, with 
White delivering the set-
winning kill in a hard-
fought 25-22 victory. 

The Bearcats regrouped 
in set three, cutting down 
on mistakes and controlling 
the action from start to fin-
ish. Warnke and Neumiller 
sparked runs from the serv-

ice line, while Lindgren and 
White fueled a balanced 
attack, combining for 12 
kills. KCC closed out the 
sweep with a 25-18 win. 

With the victory, the 
Bearcats improved to 13-8 
on the season. While the 
sweep was a step forward, 
the high number of 
unforced errors remains a 
concern heading into the 
final stretch. With just one 
tournament and three regu-
lar-season matches left, 
KCC will need focus and 
discipline to tighten up 
their play before the post-
season arrives.

Bearcats sweep Chargers in Lancaster

GAME STATS VS. G-G CHARGERS
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Brynn Hennen 1 6 .5 - 9/11 1  
Afton Lindgren 12 6 - 12 9/10 - 
Nadia Neumiller - 4 - - 11/13 1  
Hadley Nordin - 3 - 1 - -  
Kasey Waling - 1 - - - -  
Hanna Warnke 2 5 .5 2 11/13 - 
Kaydence White 19 8 1.5 2 11/11 2  
Camryn Whitlock 5 9 - 19 15/16 3 
Gracie Vig - 1 .5 - - -  

By Coach Tina Turn
The KCC Bearcats were 

on the road before sunrise 
Saturday, Oct. 4, heading to 
Perham for their final tour-
nament of the regular sea-
son. The 16-team event fea-
tured both Class A and AA 
programs, giving KCC a full 
day of competition. 

KCC 1 - Barnesville 2
The Bearcats opened the 

day against Class AA Bar-
nesville but struggled to 
find their footing early. 
Timeouts at 5-10 and 14-19 
couldn’t spark a rally, and 
Barnesville took set one 25-
17. KCC responded well in 
the second, tightening up 
their play and serving 
tougher—recording 6 aces 
en route to a 25-19 win. In 
the deciding set, however, 
serve-receive woes proved 
costly. Despite brief serving 
runs by Camryn Whitlock 
and Nadia Neumiller, the 
Bearcats fell 10-15. Kay-
dence White led the offense 
with 17 kills, followed by 
Afton Lindgren with 6 and 
Hanna Warnke with 5. 
Passing was solid, but the 
Trojans’ defense made find-
ing the floor difficult. 

KCC 2 - Park Rapids 0
Dropping the first match 

sent KCC into the consola-
tion bracket, where they 

quickly bounced back. 
Against Park Rapids, the 
Bearcats dominated in 
nearly every category 
except serve receive, cruis-
ing to a 25-12, 25-13 victory. 
White again paced the 
attack with 10 kills, while 
Warnke added 5. 

KCC 2 - Fosston 0
Next up was Section 8A 

opponent Fosston. KCC 
delivered one of its most 
balanced performances of 
the day—serving aggres-
sively and posting their best 
hitting efficiency despite 
shaky passing. The defense 
collected 36 digs, helping 
the Bearcats secure a 25-20, 
25-14 win. White led the 
charge once again with 15 
kills. 
KCC 2 - Park Christian 0

In the consolation cham-
pionship, KCC faced Park 
Christian and came out on 
fire. Dominant serving 

fueled a 25-11 first-set win, 
with three players stringing 
together runs of 5 or more 
serves. Set two was more 
competitive, but Warnke 
and Lindgren helped seal 
the match with clutch serv-
ing down the stretch. The 
Bearcats closed out another 
25-11 win to claim the con-
solation title. 

KCC finished the day 3-
1. Though their lone loss 
came in the opening round, 
the Bearcats showed 
resilience and steady 
improvement as the tourna-
ment progressed. We just 
didn’t start strong against 
Barnesville, but after that, 
the team settled in and 
played much cleaner volley-
ball. 

The Bearcats now sit at 
16-9 on the season with 
three regular-season 
matches remaining before 
playoffs begin in two weeks.

Bearcats win 3 of 4 games at 
weekend Perham tournament

GAME STATS VS. PERHAM TOURNAMENT
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Payton Fredrickson 3 4 - - 4/4 - 
Halle Hansen 1 - .5 - - - 
Brynn Hennen - 23 - - 35/37 6  
Afton Lindgren 12 38 - 46 30/36 7 
Nadia Neumiller - 4 - 1 18/23 4  
Hadley Nordin - 4 - - - - 
Kasey Waling 1 6 - - - -  
Hanna Warnke 15 24 .5 4 33/34 4 
Kaydence White 59 18 6.5 4 34/36 4  
Camryn Whitlock 7 14 - 32 29/30 4 
Gracie Vig - 1 .5 1 - -  

By Nick Johnson,  
assistant coach

The KCC Bearcats con-
tinued their football season 
with a homecoming 
matchup against the North-
ern Freeze in Hallock on 
Friday, Oct. 3. The Bearcats 
entered the game undefeat-
ed 6-0 and looking to pro-
tect their home field. The 
Freeze came to Hallock 
with a record of 3-2, and 
looking to make a state-
ment against the top team 
in the section.  

The Freeze got the ball to 
open the game, but were 
quickly forced to punt by 
the Bearcat defense. The 
KCC offense took over, and 
put together an 11-play, 85-
yard scoring drive capped 
off by a 28-yard touchdown 
pass from quarterback Eli 
Peterson to receiver Kellen 
Johnson. The Bearcats led 
7-0, but the Freeze got their 
offense moving. They 
chewed up clock with 
methodical runs, before the 
Bearcat defense stiffened 
and forced a turnover on 
downs. However, penalties 
stalled out the ensuing 
Bearcat drive and the 
Freeze would force a 
turnover on downs of their 
own. The half ended with a 
7-0 KCC lead. 

The Bearcat offense 
struck quickly to open the 
second half scoring on just 
two plays, with Ashton 
Knutson scoring on a 40-
yard touchdown run and 
extending the Bearcat lead 
to 13-0. However, the 
Freeze responded with a big 
play on special teams to 
stop the Bearcat momen-
tum. Sawyer Torgerson 
took a kickoff return 74 
yards for a touchdown cut-
ting the lead to 13-7. From 
there, the Bearcats took 
over the game, starting 
with Eli Muir finding the 
endzone on a 25-yard touch-
down catch, growing the 
KCC lead to 21-7. After 
forcing another turnover on 
downs by the Freeze, the 
Bearcats added to their lead 
with another scoring drive. 
This time Eli Peterson con-
nected with Ashton Knut-
son on a 9-yard touchdown 
pass, bringing the score to 
the final 28-7. 

With the victory over the 
Freeze, the Bearcats 
advance to 7-0 on the sea-
son. The win also helps the 
Bearcats clinch a home 

playoff game and a top seed 
in the Section 8, 9-man 
playoffs.  

Only one game remains 
in the regular season, with 
the Bearcats going on the 
road to Warren for a 
matchup with the Warren-
Alvarado-Oslo Ponies. 

Scoring Summary 
1st Quarter:
Peterson 28 yard touchdown pass to 
Johnson (Brewer kick Good) 
KCC 7 ­ NF 0 
2nd Quarter:
KCC 7 ­ NF 0 
3rd Quarter:
Knutson 40 yard touchdown run (Brewer 
kick No Good) 
Torgerson 74 yard kickoff return touch­
down (Bray kick Good) 
Peterson 25 yard touchdown pass to 
Muir (Peterson pass to Johnson Good) 
KCC 21 ­ NF 7 

4th Quarter:
Peterson 9 yard touchdown pass to 
Knutson (Brewer kick Good) 
Final:
KCC 28 ­ NF 7 

KCC Offensive Leaders 
Passing:
Eli Peterson ­ 3/7, 62 yds, 3 tds 
Rushing:
Eli Muir ­ 16 att, 153 yds 
Ashton Knutson ­ 16 att, 113 yds, 1 td 
Eli Peterson ­ 6 att, 25 yds 
Receiving:
Kellen Johnson ­ 1 rec, 28 yds, 1 td 
Eli Muir ­ 1 rec, 25 yds, 1 td 
Ashton Knutson ­ 1 rec, 9 yds, 1 td 

KCC Defensive Leaders 
Track Folland ­ 2 tkls, 9 ast, 1 tfl 
Brody Scalese ­ 3 tkls, 8 ast 
Keaton Brewer ­ 1 tkl, 5 ast, 0.5 tfl 
James Cerkowniak ­ 1 tkls, 2 ast 
Brock Scalese ­ 5 tkls, 2 ast, 1 pd 
Kellen Johnson ­ 2 tkls, 2 ast 
Kamden Gullickson ­ 2 tkls, 1 ast 
Tucker Anderson ­ 2 ast 
Eli Muir ­ 1 tkl, 1 fmr 
Willie Nelson ­ 6 ast, 0.5 tfl 
Sam Webster ­ 1 tkl, 1 ast, 1 tfl

Bearcats beat Northern Freeze for  
homecoming, remain undefeated

KCC NO. 35 JAMES CERKOWNIAK and NO. 23 BRODY 
SCALESE take down a Freeze player during the homecom-
ing game on Friday, Oct. 3.        (Photo by Sideline Lindsey)

KCC NO. 5 ASHTON KNUT-
SON runs the ball during the 
homecoming game against 
the Freeze. Knutson had 113 
rushing yards.  
(Photo by Sideline Lindsey)

KCC NO. 7 ELI PETERSON 
looks to pass the ball. He 
had 62 passing yards dur-
ing the homecoming game 
against the Freeze.  
(Photo by Sideline Lindsey)




