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Kittson County Central Bearcats Volleyball Parents Night

THE KCC BEARCAT VOLLEYBALL TEAM held their parent recognition night on Thursday, Sept. 25 during the KCC vs. Roseau game. All parents were honored with special recognition 
to the seniors and their parents. Senior players and their parents include, l-r, Stephanie, Kamela and Jared Hanson; Lindsay, Afton and Brett Lindgren; Jena Haaby, Nadia Neumiller and 
Mitch Haaby; Matt, Hadley and Lane Nordin; Kasey and Cory Waling; Darrin, Hanna and Michelle Warnke; and Kelsey Moore, Kaydence White and Alex Moore. 

(Enterprise Photo by Anna Jauhola)

Bearcats defeat the Freeze 
By Coach Tina Turn

The Northern Freeze 
traveled north to Lancaster 
on Tuesday, Sept. 23, where 
the KCC Bearcats hosted 
them in Northern Lights 
Conference action. 

KCC got off to a slow 
start in set one, falling 
behind 10-15 before a time-
out allowed the team to 
regroup. A serving run by 
junior Brynn Hennen 
helped swing the momen-
tum, and the Bearcats ral-
lied for a 25-22 comeback 
win. The middle hitters car-
ried the offense in the open-
er, combining for 8 kills. 

Set two followed a simi-
lar script, with KCC pulling 
out a 25-21 win despite 
racking up 14 errors. In the 
third set, however, serve 
receive broke down. The 

Freeze applied pressure 
from the line, and the 
Bearcats couldn’t find 
rhythm, dropping the set 
16-25. 

KCC responded in domi-
nant fashion in set four. 
The Bearcats were nearly 
perfect at the service line, 
delivering 6 aces and keep-
ing the Freeze out of sys-
tem. Behind that effort, 
they cruised to a 25-11 vic-
tory to close out the match. 

For the night, KCC 
served at 91% with 14 aces, 
right on pace with their 
goals. Passing, however, fell 
below standard—an area 
the team continues to work 
on for more consistency. 
With the win, the Bearcats 
improved their season 
record to 11-7.

GAME STATS VS. FREEZE
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Halle Hansen 2 3 - 1 - - 
Brynn Hennen 2 9 1 2 16/18 6  
Ivy Lindgren - 3 - 20 17/18 1  
Hadley Nordin 3 - - - 4/4 - 
Parker Olsonawski - - - - 1/1 -  
Kasey Waling 1 3 - - 4/4 1  
Hanna Warnke 10 12 - - 10/11 - 
Kaydence White 25 12 3 - 16/17 4  
Camryn Whitlock 1 7 - 17 14/17 2 
Gracie Vig 1 2 - - - -  

By Coach Tina Turn
There was plenty of 

excitement at Kittson Cen-
tral on Thursday, Sept. 25, 
when the Roseau Rams 
traveled to town to take on 

the Bearcats. With both 
Parent Night and Senior 
Appreciation being cele-
brated, the gym was packed 
and the atmosphere electric 
as two determined teams 

took the court. 
The Bearcats opened the 

night with a strong set. 
Limiting errors to single 
digits and earning more 
than 15 of their points, 
KCC’s offense clicked 
behind sharp serve receive 
passing. That efficiency 
allowed the Bearcats to run 
a balanced attack, high-
lighted by senior Kaydence 
White’s 9 kills in the set. 
Fellow seniors Afton Lind-
gren and Hanna Warnke 
chipped in a pair each as 
KCC held off Roseau for a 
25-23 win. 

Momentum shifted in set 
two. While the Bearcats 
again earned more than 15 
points, they nearly doubled 
their errors. Serving strug-
gles—just 75%—proved 
costly in a 21-25 loss. Set 
three followed a similar 
script. Though the Cats 
improved slightly at the 
service line, untimely mis-
takes stalled their progress, 
and Roseau took the set by 
the same 21-25 margin. 

KCC came out swinging 
in set four, racing to an 
early 5-1 lead and claiming 
the first of the set’s “mini 

games.” But the Rams 
responded by controlling 
the next four stretches, as 
their hitters continued to 
power through the Bearcat 
block. Meanwhile, KCC’s 
offense couldn’t find enough 
consistency, and Roseau 
sealed the match with an 
18-25 win. 

This matchup was a 
missed opportunity for KCC 
against a solid AA Roseau 
team. The Bearcats showed 
they could compete, but 
errors at critical moments 
proved decisive—a recur-
ring theme this season. 
Still, there were positives: 
the team met its serve 
receive goal for the first 
time all year, a step forward 
that fueled strong offensive 
stretches. On the other 
hand, serving dipped more 
than 12% below the team’s 
target, a stat that likely 
swung the outcome. 

With the loss, the 
Bearcats’ record moves to 
11-8. The team remains 
focused on correcting mis-
takes in practice while 
building on their bright 
spots as they push deeper 
into the season.

Bearcat volleyball team falls to the Rams 

GAME STATS VS. ROSEAU RAMS
Player Kills Digs Blocks Assists Serves Aces

Halle Hansen 2 - - - 2/2 - 
Kami Hanson - - - 1 - - 
Brynn Hennen - 5 - - 16/18 4  
Afton Lindgren 3 11 - 21 15/18 2 
Nadia Neumiller 1 1 - - 4/5 3  
Hadley Nordin 2 - - - 2/2 -  
Kasey Waling - 3 - - 1/1 -  
Hanna Warnke 8 12 - - 8/10 1  
Kaydence White 34 11 2.5 - 7/13 2  
Camryn Whitlock 2 14 1.5 25 14/15 1  

By Nick Johnson,  
assistant coach

KCC 21 - C-G 8
The Kittson County Cen-

tral Bearcats continued 
their 2025 football season 
with a matchup against the 
Clearbrook-Gonvick Bears 
on Friday, Sept. 26. The 
Bearcats made the trip to 
Clearbrook while sitting 
atop the standings in Sec-
tion 8, 9-man and looked to 
continue their undefeated 
season.  

However, they faced a 
tough challenge against a 3-
1 Bears team who is the top 
ranked team in Section 6, 9-
man. 

The Bearcats defense 
opened the game with a big 
play, taking momentum 
early after making the long 
road trip. Just one minute 
into the game, Ashton 
Knutson intercepted a pass 
from Bears’ quarterback 
Carver Kroulik and 
returned it 45 yards for the 
touchdown, giving the 
Bearcats the early 7-0 lead. 
Both defenses began to con-
trol the game. The KCC 
defense forced a turnover on 
downs, and then the Bears 
defense answered with one 

of their own. Clearbrook-
Gonvick got their offense 
going, putting together a 
scoring drive capped off by a 
1-yard touchdown run by 
running back Dakota Erick-
son, taking the lead back for 
the Bears 8-7. 

The game entered a 
stalemate period. Both 
defenses continued to con-
trol the offenses, and penal-
ties cost both teams huge 
amounts of yards and 
momentum. Shortly before 
halftime, the Bears seem-
ingly took all the momen-
tum. KCC turned it over via 
an interception, putting 
defenses back against the 
wall leading up to halftime. 
However, the Bearcat 
defense made a stand. The 
Bears’ offense had the ball 
inside the 5 yard line, but 
failed to score, leading to an 
8-7 halftime score. 

To open the second half 
the defenses again dictated 
the game, each forcing 
punts. However, the offens-
es were both their own 
worst enemies, each racking 
up significant penalty 
yardage and negating big 
plays. The Bearcats offense 
finally found their rhythm 

in the game, first by con-
verting a huge 4th and goal 
on a 3-yard touchdown pass 
from Eli Peterson to James 
Cerkowniak, giving the 
Bearcats the 14-8 advan-
tage early in the fourth 
quarter.  

The Bearcats added to 
their lead a couple minutes 
later with Peterson tossing 
his second touchdown pass 
of the day. He connected 
with Kellen Johnson on a 
24-yard score, extending 
the KCC lead 21-8. The 
Bears offense had to start 
throwing the ball and play-
ing fast to overcome the 
deficit. The defense sealed 
the win for the Bearcats, 
with Brody Scalese inter-
cepting a Kroulik pass and 
allowing the offense to 
kneel out the clock. 

With the 21-8 victory 
over the Bears, the 
Bearcats move to 6-0 on the 
season. They remain atop 
the standings in Section 8, 
with just two regular sea-
son games left to play. KCC 
will continue their season 
with a homecoming 
matchup against the North-
ern Freeze in Hallock on 
Friday, Oct. 3. 

Scoring Summary 
1st Quarter
Knutson 45 yard interception return 
touchdown (Brewer kick Good) 
KCC 7 ­ CG 0 
2nd Quarter
Erickson 1 yard touchdown run (Gouge 
run Good) 
KCC 7 ­ CG 8 
3rd Quarter
KCC 7 ­ CG 8 
4th Quarter
Peterson 3 yard touchdown pass to 
Cerkowniak (Brewer kick Good) 
Peterson 24 yard touchdown pass to 
Johnson (Brewer kick Good) 
Final 
KCC 21 ­ CG 8 

KCC Offensive Leaders 
Passing:
Eli Peterson ­ 8/12, 100 yds, 2 td, 1 int 
Rushing:
Ashton Knutson ­ 10 att, 42 yds 
Eli Muir ­ 12 att, 82 yds 
Receiving:
James Cerkowniak ­ 3 rec, 29 yds, 1 td 
Kellen Johnson ­ 2 rec, 38 yds , 1 td 
Brody Scalese ­ 1 rec, 13 yds 
Eli Muir ­ 1 rec, 12 yds 
Ashton Knutson 1 rec, 8 yds 

KCC Defensive Leaders
Brody Scalese ­ 4 tkls, 8 ast, 0.5 tfl, 1 pd, 
1 int 
Kellen Johnson ­ 8 tkls, 6 ast, 2.5 tfl, 1 
sack 
Track Folland ­ 3 tkls, 6 ast 
Brock Scalese ­ 4 tkls, 4 ast, 1 int 
James Cerkowniak ­ 1 tkl, 2 ast 
Sam Webster ­ 1 tkl, 3 ast, 1 tfl 
Willie Nelson ­ 1 tkl, 2 ast, 1 tfl 
Ashton Knutson ­ 1 tkl, 9 ast, 1 pd, 1 int 
Keaton Brewer ­ 1 tkl, 4 ast, 1 tfl, 1 sack 
Eli Muir ­ 1 tkl, 1 ast, 1 pd

Bearcat football team defeats the C-G Bears on the road in Clearbrook

HANNA WARNKE reacts after passing the ball during the 
Bearcats’ match with the Northern Freeze. The Bearcats 
won the match in 4 sets. Warnke had 10 kills, 12 digs and 
served 10/11 to help her team to victory.  

(Photo couresy of KCC Media Arts)

SENIOR HADLEY NORDIN passes the ball during the 
Bearcats’ match with Roseau. The Bearcats were celebrat-
ing parents and senior night but unfortunately could not 
defeat the Rams.           (Photo couresy of Sideline Lindsey)

SENIOR BEARCATS INCLUDE, l-r, Kasey Waling, Hanna 
Warnke, Kami Hanson, Kaydence White, Nadia Neumiller, 
Afton Lindgren and Hadley Nordin. 

         (Photo couresy of Sideline Lindsey)

KAYDENCE WHITE and CAMRYN WHITLOCK up blocking 
with AFTON LINDGREN playing defense during the 
Bearcats’ 4-set match against the Roseau Rams.  

       (Photo couresy of Sideline Lindsey)

ABOVE, KELLEN JOHNSON tackles a C-G player during the 
Bearcats’ 21-8 win over the Bears on Friday, Sept. 26. 
BELOW, ELI PETERSON, #7, ELI MUIR, #3 and WILLIE NEL-
SON, #8, line up for a play during the Bearcats’ game in 
Clearbrook.                   (Photos couresy of Sideline Lindsey)




